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COMMISSION ON FILIPINOS OVERSEAS

AN DVERVIEW

The increasing trend in internalianal migration in the
middie of the 1960's and the 1970's drew particular atlention
1o the conditions and polentials of the growing number of
Filipinos going abraad. In 1980, Congress passed Batas
Pambansa Blg. 7% creatling the Commission on Filipinos
Cwerseas (CFO) to promaote the interests and well-being of
Filipinos averseas, in particular those of Filipine emigrants

CLIENTELE

The law creating CFO defines Filipinos overseas and
wentifies the agency's clientele 1o be “Filipinos who are
permanent residents abroad, including Filipino emigrants
who are either already citizens of foreign countries or are
still Filipino citizens awaiting naturalization, recognition, or
admissian, and their descendants”. Subsequent issuances
also wentifiad mare specific clientele groups as falling within
the pregram coverage of CFO, namely, Filipina fianceas!
spousas of foreign natianals and Filipina youth overseas

ORGAMNIZATION

CFD is compased af an eight-man Board of Commissionears,
headed by the Secretary of Foraign Affairs as Chairman,
the Secretary of Trade and Industry as Vice-Chairman
Other members of the Commission are the Secretary of
Labor and Employment, Secretary of Education, Culture and
Spoarts, Secretary of Justice, Press Secretary, Secrelary
of Tourizm, and the CFO Executive Director

The Board of Commissioners is supporied by a
Secretariat which transforms government policies inlo
actual programs for Filipinos overseas. The Secretariat is
head by an Executive Directar and assisted by a Deputy
Executive Direcior.

MANDATE

The major functions of the CFO are!
1 Provide advice and assistance 1o the President and Congress
of the Philippines in the farmulation of palicies and measures

concerming ar affecting Filipinos overseas;

2 Develop and implement programs 1o promote the interast and
well-being of Filipinas overseas,

1 Serve as a forum for preserving the social, economic, and
cultursl ties of Filipings overseas with the Philippines; and

4 Frovide liaison senvices to Filipinos overseas with appropriate
government and private agencies in the transaction of business
and similar ventures in the Philippines

PROGRAMS AND SERVICES

The functions of CFO have bean transiated into a framewaork
consisting of the fallawing four {4) majer program areas.

Migrant Social and Economic Integration

CFO ensures that all Filipines migrating 1o ather cauntres are
adequately prepared to meet the praclticzl and piychoiogical
problems attendant o internabonal migratian,

a  Registration of Filipina Emigrants

b. Crientation Seminars for Pre-Departing Filipino Emigrants

. Counseling Services for Filipine Fiancees/Spouses of Foreign

d. Peer Caunseling for Filipino Youth Migrants, Aged 13-19 Years
O

a. Clientele Feadback Mechanizm
f. Public Informatian and Assistance
q. Past-Arrval Orientation and Assislance

h. Educational Modules on International Migratiaon and
Develapmen

Filipina Education and Heritage

CFO seeks to promate, in cooperation with ather agencies and
erganization, the provision of critical educational services, as well
as [he conbinued expesure of younger generations of overzeas
Filipinas to Philippine tistary, culture and mstitutions

a  Lakbay-Aral {Study-Visit Program for Children of Filiping
Migrants)

b Philippine Community Schools Abroad
¢. Teaching of Filipina Language for Children of Filiping Migrants
d. Philippine Studias Programs
Fllipina Unity and Sustainable Development
CFQ aims fo faster better cohasion and unity of purpose within
and amang the vanious averseas organizations so that their own
interests and well-being can be promoted, suppored or enhanced

within a greater and more formidabie all-Filipino community.

a. Lingked sa Kapwa Filiping (LINKAPIL) Pragram (Service to
Fellow Filipinos)

b, Observance of December as Month of Cvarseas Filipinos

¢, Presidential Awards for Filipinas and Privata Organizations
Cwerseas

d. Waluntears 1o the Philippines Program {Sharing of Expertise
and Technology Transier)

e. Exchange Visiters Program

f. Strengthening of Overseas Filipmos Metwork

g Development and Fublication of Information Matenals
Folicy Development and Data Banking

CFO zaesks to provide a continuing study and review of the
ecanamic, sacial, legal,, and administrative environment which have
bearing an the status of overseas Filipinos

8. Research

k. Policy Review and Formulaticn

c. Program Evaluation and Development

d. Multi-Sectaral Frogram for Overseas Filipines

e. Data Banking and Computerzation Program

F. Demographic and Econemic Profile of Overseas Filipinos

0. Security Procedures for Overseas Filipings in Crisis
Siuatians
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Kung mayroon kayong mga katanungan o
suliranin tungkol sa permanenieng paninira-
han sa ibang bansa, huwag mag-atubiling
sumulat sa;

KOMISYON PARA &4 DILIDINO &A
[BAYONG DACAT

{COMMIESION ON FILIPIROE ONERSERE)
Tal Mos: S581-8316 * 562-3548 * 582-3861
1#F - TIF Citigald Canlar
1345 Ouirino Avenue, cor. Jamefa Highway
Manlla, Phillppines






