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ANTI-TRAFFICKING LAW

What & Regulric Act No. 22087

R.A, Moo 9208 or the "Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act,” which was
enacted on May 26, 2003 aims to eliminate trafficking in persons,
especially wormen and children, establishes neressary instittional
mechanizms &0 protect and support trefficked persons, and provides
cortain penalties far viglators,

What s Human Trafficking?

Trafficking in Persons refers to the recruitment, raosporaton,
transfor or harboring, of receipt of parsons with or without: the victim's
L consent or knowledge, within or arross national borders by means of
threat of use of faroe, or athear forms of coercion, abduction, fraud,
deception, abuse of power or of positian, taking advantage of the
viulnerzbility of the persen, o, the giving or receiving of payments or
benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over
another persen for the purpose of explolBtion, prostitution, forced
labor o services, shvery, servitude or the remaoval or sale of organs.

Hat are consioared Acts of Trafifcking In Person?

3. Forthe purposs of prostitubion, pomography, sexual explalization,
foroed fabor, Slavery, involuntary servitude or debt bondage,
the folltweing are considered acts of trafficking in persons:

1. Recruiting, ransporting, transferring, harboring, providing,
O Feceiving 3 parsan by any means, including those done
under the pretext of domestic or oversaas cmploymernt o
raining or apprenticeshin;

2, Introducing or matching for money, profit, or material,
ecnomic or other aowelderation, any person or amy Fliging
woman to a foreign national, for marriage for the purpose
of acquring, bung, offering, selling or trading himyher;

3. Offering ar contractng marriage, real or simulated, tor the
purpose of acquiring, buying, offering, seling, or trading
thein; and

4. adopting ar fadlitating the adopticn of persons.

b, Undertaking or organizing tours and bravel plans conslsting of
tourism packages or activities for the purpose of ttllzing and
offering persans For prostitution, pornography or sexual
exphoitation;

c.  Maintaining or hiring @ persen W engage in prostitution or
pornography;

d. Recruiting, hifng, adapting, transporting or abducting person,
by means of threat or use of foroe, fraud, decelt, viokence,
coercign, or intlmidation for the purpose of removal o sale of
argans of said person; and

. Recruiting, transporting or adopting a child to engage in armad
activities in the Philppines or abroad,

What acts constitite Promioting Traffioking?

a. Forthe purpose of promcting trafficking in persons, the following

acts are considered promoting rafficking:

1. Knowingly leasing or sublzasing, using or allowing te be
wsed any house, building or est@blishment;

2. Produdng, prnting ang issuing or distributing unissued,
tampered or fake counseling certificatas, registrtion
stickers and certificates of any govermment agerncy which
Emsues thesa oertificates and stickers as proof of compliance
with govemment regulatony and pre-departure requirement;

3. Advertising, publishing, prirting, broadcasting or distributing
by any means, including the use of informaticn technotogy
and the intermet, of any brochune, fiyes, of any propaganda
makerial;

4, Assisting in the copduct of misrepresentation of fraud For
purposas of facilitating the acquisition of dearances and
riecessary exit documents irom government agehcies that
are mandated to provide pre-departure registration and
services for departing persons;

5. Facilitating, assisting ar helping in the exit and entry of
persons fromito the country at international and local
airports, territoriai boundaries and seaports who are in
possession of unissued, tampered or fraudulent. travel
dacurments,

b, Confisting, concoaling, or destroying the passpost, Fawel
docurments, or persongl doourments or belongings of rafficked
persans in furtherance of trafficking oF to prevent tem from
leaving the county or seeking regress from the government or
appropeiate agencies; and

£.  Knowngly benefiting from, financial o7 otherwrse, or make use
of, the labor or services of a person held to a condition of
invlentary servitede, forced labor, or slavery.

What achs constitute Quatified Traffrcking?

CQualfied trafficking is committed Lnder the following cinqurmstances:

a. ‘When the brafficked person & a child;

k. wWhen the adoption is effected through Sepublic Act No. BO43,
otherwise known as the "Iiiter-Country Adoption Act of 1995"
and said adapticn is for the purpass of prostitution, pomography,
sexual exphoitation, foroed labar, slavery, involuntary servitude

o debt bondage;

€. When the ime is committed by a syndicate, or in large scale;

d.  When the offender is an ascendant, parent, sibling, guardian or
a person who exercises authority over the trafficked person or
when the offensa is committed by a public officer or employes;

8. When the trafficked person is recruited b engags in prostinution
with any member of the miliary or law enforcement agendies;

f.  Whenthe offender is a member of tha military or ey enforoernent
agancies; ard

g.  ‘When by reason ar on occasion of the act of trafficking in persons
the affended party dies, becomas insane, suffers mutilation or i3
afflicted with Human Immunoedafciency Wirls or the Acquired
Irmune Deficiency Syndrome,

Wi can e casas for trafficking in persoris?

The Following rmay file 3 case/complaint for trafficking:

a, any person wina has parsonal knowledge of the commission of an
offense under B4 No. S20E; or

b. the rafficked person or hisfher parents, spouse, siblings,
chikdren, or legal guardian,

Wihat are tha penaities for irafiTcking in personss

a. Trafficking in Parsons - 20 years imprisgnment and a fine of
P1 millicn 1y 2 millign

b. Promoting Trafficking in Persons - 15 years imprisonment and a
fine of PS00,000 to & milion

.. Quaiificd Traffickang in Perscns - Life imprisonment and a fine of
P2 million to 5 millien

d.  Useof Trafficked Persons - First offense: & months community
service and a fine of PSO,000; Subsequent offenses: 1 year
imphscnment and a fire of FLO0,000

Any person, natwral or juridical, whe commits any offense under
R.A. No. 9208 may be imposed with the following acoessory penatties
for the trafficking acts commithed:
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a.  Agoncy, carparation,association, religious aroug, tousr or travel
agent, club or establishment, or any place of entertainment -
Canceliation and permanent revoration of registration with the
Securities and Exchange Commission (SECY and license to
opearate

b, Employee or official of government agencies wio shall issue or

approve the issuance of travel exit Clearances, passparts,
registration centificates, counseling certificates marriage beense,
and gther simflar documents - Dismissal from the service and
barred permanently 2 hold public office

c. Foraigner - Immediate deportaticn aftar sarving sentence and
barred permanently from entering the country

d. Adopter - Rescssion of the decree of adoption

How to Fie cases for Lrafffcking in persons?

Trafficking eases may be filed in places where the offense was
committed, or where any of its elements ogcurred, orin the place
whare the trafficend persen ros.des at the time of the commission of
the act. Tt can be Fled within 10 wears after the act was committed,
except when perpetrated by a syndicate or in large scale, in which
case, it can be filed within 20 years,

Filing of complalat may be date either arally or it writing to any
rnember of the Inter-Agency Coundl Against Trafficking {TACATY,
the mearest police or other {aw enforceiment agency, the iocal sodal
welfare and develpment affice, arthe loeal Coun| for the Pratection
of Children. In @se of trafficking abroad, the report shall be made
kg the nearest Philippine Embassy! Consulate,

o are the mambers of the Jnter-Agency Councl on Anti-
Frafficking?

The [ACAT is composed of the following;

a. BDepartment of Justice [DOJ] as Chair

b. Department of Social Welfare and Developmernt (DEWI0)

as Co-Chair

Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA)

Philipgne Cverseas Employiment Adminisration (POEA)
Cepartrment, of Labor and Employment (DOLE)

Bureay of Immigration (BI)

Philippine MNational Polioa {(FNF)

Matxanal Comemission on the Role of Filiping Waornen (NCRPA}
MOM-gveEmIment crgan ation (NGO from e wormen's sschor
M50 from the overseas Flllping workers' (OFWsS) sector :
M0 from the children's sector

FLeS FmooTha oo

Witat prograrns are established for victims of brafficking in

persoas?

a.  Assistance in gliminating trafficking activities through dloser
natworking with government agencies in the country and
OWErSEas;

b.  Implementation of the Machine Roadabke Passports to protect
the integrity of Philippine passports, visas and ather ravel
documents;

€. Pre-marrage, on-site ard pre-geparture counsaling program
HTETIarmages;

d.  Monitoring, decumentztbon and report of Gases of trafficking in
petsons nvevlek] employers and fabo racruiters;

g.  Apprehension of swsperted traffickers both st the pace of armval
and departurs;

f.  Institution of a systematic information and prevention campaign
through the establishment of the Migrants Advisory and
Irormiation Metwork {MAIN} desics in municipaiibes or provinoes;

g. Undertakg surveillance, ineesbgatyon and arrest of ingividuals or
persons suspected to be engaged in trafficking;

h. Establishment of a system to receive complaings and calls ko
assist trafficked persons and conduct fecoue operations;

i. Pre-emplgyment origntation seminars and pre-departure
counseling programs ko applicants for cyerseas employment;

j. Cancellators of licenses of establishments which viclate the
prrowrsians of this Act and ensure effective prosecution of such
Cases;

k. Mandatory services to walficked persons such as ermergency
shetter or appropeiate howsing, counsafing and free legal services,
riedical or psychobogical senaces, livelibeod ad skills training,
and educational assistance to g trafficked child; and

l.  Repatniation of trafficked persons, regardless of whether they
are documeented or undocumented.

MAIL-ORDER BRIDE LAW

What & Ropublic Act No. 59557

R.A, No. 6955, athenwyise known as the "Mail-Order Bride Law," was
enacted on 13 une 1950 1o dedare unlawful the practice of matrhing
Aliping women for marriage to foreign nationals on a mail-order basis
and pther similar practices including the advertisement, publicabion,
printing or diskribution of brochures, fliers and other propaganda
makenals.

What are the acts decfared urniawiiid urnder R.A, No. 59557

ACts that are Considered unlawful under the law include:

a. Establishing or carmying on a busmess whiech bay for s pomoss
the matching of Filiping women for marriage to *oreign nationals
either on a mgil-grder basis or personal introduction;

b.  Advertising, publishing, printing or distributing any brochure,
flier or any propaganda matarial calculated to promote the
prohibited acts;

¢, Soficiting, enlisting ar in any manner attracting of introducing
any Filiping woman to become a member in amy dub or azacdation
whose ebjective is to match women for marriage to forgign
nationals either an a mail arder basis or throvgh persenal
mtroductan for a fes; and

d.  LUsing the postal service to priwnote the probibited acts,

Who may be held lable in commiltling the profiibited Jcts

vrter RA. Xo. 68557

The following are liable to commit the unlawful acks:

a. natural persons;

b. juridical persens ke association, dub or other entities; and

c. manager{ officer-in-charge/ advertising manager of any
newspaper, Mmagazine, tolevision or radio station, or other media,
or of an advertising agency, printing cormpany or other similar
entities who knowingly allowed or consented to the profibitad
acts.

HWirat are the penaltios for offanders vivder the faw?

Any persan found qullty by the court to hawe violated any of the
acts prohibited under B.A. No. 8955 shall suffer an imprisonment af
not fess than siv (6} years and one {1 day buk not more than eight
{8} years and 3 fine of not less than PE,000 but not more than
F20,000; Provided, that if the offender is a foreigner, he shall
imrmediately be deported and barred forever from entering the
ciountry after serving his sentence and payment of fine.
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Department of Foreign Afiairs
COMMISSION ON FILIPINOS OVERSEAS

MISSION

To promote the welfare and interests of overseas Filipinos
and harness their fll potentials as partners in Philippine
national development

CLIENTELE

The CFO has a distingt clientele who are not coverad by
any other agency of the Philippine government. They include
the following:

Filipiro emigrants and permanent residents abroad;
Filipino nationals who leave the country as flancées/
spouses of foreign nationals;

« Descondants of Filipings overseas as defined in
B.R 79;

s Filiping youth overseas; and

» Exchange Visitor Program participants.

CFQ PROGRAMME FRAMEWORK

I, MIGRANT SOCIAL 8 ECONOMIC INTEGRATION
Its objective is to ensure that all Fikpines migrating to other
countries are adequately prepared to meet the practical
and psychological problems attendant to international
migration.

A. Pre-Departiire Registration

Registration of all departing Filipino emigrants and
processing of data to provide a resource base for poficy
formulation and programme/project development

8. Pre-Departure Orientation Saminars

Conduct of regular and structured orientation seminars for
departing Filipino emigrants, covering topks such as travel
and settlement, conditions in countries of destination,
Filipino identity and heritage, employment matters, and
rights and pbligations of immigrants in host countries

O Counseling Services

Provision of counsaling services to Filipings emigrating as
fiancees or spouses of foreign nationals, to help them
develop informed decisions about intermarrage and life
overseas, covering topics such as cuttural differences and
harmonization, available welfare and support services
gverseas, and rights and obllgations of migrants averseas

D Peer Covnseling
Provision of counseling services to departing children
of Filipina emigrants to respond to the needs of Filiping

migrants under 20 years of age, in order to help them cope
with change in their social environment

E. Cliantele Feedback Mechanism

Maintaining linkages with overseas Filipinas thraugh
feedback procedures, and exchange of correspondence
between CFO staff and emigrants to identify critical areas
where government intervention or assistance might be
necessary

F. Public Informalion and Assistance

Assisting target clientele through development and
distribution of information materizls and packages, and
conducting community education activities to infarm the
public about migration-related problems and issues

& Post-Arrivalf Orieniation and Assistance
Extending, through cooperating organizations, post-arrival
orientation for newly-arrived Fillping immigrants in their host
countries, and linking them with employment agencies,
migrant resource centers, support groups, and Filiping
associations overseas

II. FILIPIND EPUCATION & HERITAGE

This programme promotes the provision of critical
edurational services as well a5 the continued expasure of
younger generations of overseas Filipinos to Philippine
history, culture and institutions.

A. Lakday-Aral and Lakbayan sa Pilipinas

Informing and educating the Flipinc migrants in other
countries about ther heritage and culture through an
intensive study visit and cultural immerslon programme in
the Philippines

B. Philippine Sclioals OvVersess

Ercouraging and providing assistance in the establishment
of Philippine schools where there are large Filiping
population abroad, and strengthening the operational
features of existing ones to provide children of overseas
Filipinos with education that will enable them to be readily
integrated or re-integrated into the Philippine educational

system

C. Phritippine Resonrce and Information Cenfers
Promoting the establishment of Fifipino Centers Overseas,
in coordination with Philippine Embassies and {onsulates
and Filipino organizations, to serve as repository of
information about the Philippines and center for s0Cio-
cultural activities of Filipino communities abroad
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D. Fliplno Language for Filipine Migrants
Promating and advancing the teaching and study of Filiping
language at various levels of learning within and quiside
the school systemn overseas, particularly in countries or
territaries which have a high density of permanent Filiping
residents

£, Phifiopine Sfudies Programme

Generating awareness and knowlodge about Phalippme
istary, culture and institutions i various parts aof the warld
by promoting the inclusion of Phihppine studies in different
learnimg institutions abroad

III. FILIPINO UNITY & NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
This programme seeks to foster better unity of purpose
within and among the various overseas Filiping argani2ations
for the promotion of their own interests and well-being
within a more formidable all-Filiping community.

A Lingkod s Kapwa FPiiping (LINKAPIL)} Program
Harnessing the partnership bebween Fripinos overseas and
thase in the homeland by providing a mechanism fr the
transfer of financial, material or technical assistance in
support of development activities in the counkry

B, Qbservance of Month of Overseas Fifipinos
Generating special activities for December each year to
involve Filipinos overseas and their local counterparts in
constructive endeavors to promate commemoration of the
Month of Owverseas Filipinos

& Awards and Recognition for Overseas Fiipinos
Effecting appropriate recognition through Presidential
Awards, for the many contributions of overseas Filipinos o
development in the Philippines, Tor the hanor brought to
the country by their professional excellence, and their
contribution to the enhancement of Fliping communities
abroacd

D. Exchange Visitor Program (£VP)

Coordinating policy and implementation of the Philippine
participation in the U.5, EVP and ensuring that the benefits
derived from the EVP accruc to the best interest of the

country

£ Publicalions

Publication of the CFD newsletter, Filiping Ties, Handbook
for Overseas Filipings, and ather information materials on
a regular basis to provide a vehicle and forum for the
interchange of news, information, and opiniens of relevance
and interast to overseas Filipings, and to serve as a vehicle
far fostering unity of purposa

i IV. POLICY DEVELOPMENT & DATA BANKING

This programme seeks to provide a continuing study and
review of the economic, social, legdi and adminislrative
emnvirenment which have a bearing on the status of overseas
Filipinos.

A. Policy Review and Farmulation

Undertaking multi-disciplinary research, providing policy
advice ard formulation of pobcy intistves and measures
pertaining to the political, economic and social rights and
obligabizns of cverscas Filipmos. Ameong these are absentee
voting practices, dual citizership, diaspara frem develpment,
and recognition and accreditation of academic degrees in
other countries

B. Dversaas Programime Evaivation amd Formaiation
Undertaking review and evaluation of various programs and
services of the gavernment in general and the CFQ in
particular, to serve as inputs to the formulation of programs
and projects for overseas Fllipinas

& Dats Ranking and Computerizalion Programniie
Developing and mantaining a data banking systerm on Fliping
emigration toc support palicy recammendation and
formulation inftiatives., Among thase are its project on
coonamic and demegraphic mapping of overseas Filipinos

B, Crisis Management and Security Manual
Develaping a comprehensive security manual amd cther
procedures to provide management and implementation of
secutiny measures to protect and safeguard Filiping nationals
overseas during calamity and crizs situations

ORGANIZATIONAL SET-LUP

The Commission on Filipings Overseas is composed of an
elght-man Board of Commissioners, headed by the Secretary
of Foreign Affairs as Chairman and the Secretary of Trade
and Industry as Vice-Chairman.

The other members of the Board are the Secretaries of Labar
and Employment; Education, Culture and Sports; Justice;
Press: Tourism; and the CFO Executive Director,

The Board of Commissioners is supported by a Secretariat,
which carries out programs, projects and services ba address
the needs and interests of Filipinos overseas as well as
suppert the economic diplemacy efforts of the government.
An Executive Director, who is assisted by a Deputy Executive
Director, heads the Secretariat.

CFQ is consist of five {5) offices: Migrant Integration and
Education Office (MIED), Projects Management Office (PMO)
Flanning, Rescarch and Policy Office (PRPO), Management
Information System Office (MISOQ), and Administrative and
Finance Cffce (AFD).
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! Kung mayroon kayong mga katanungan o suliranin
tungkal sa permanenteng paninirahan sa ikanyg bansa,
huwag mag-atubiling dumulag, tumawag o sumulat s2;

KOMISYON PARA SA MGA
PILIPINO SA IBAYONG DAGAT

{ COMMISSTON ON FIL TPINOS OVERSEAS)
Citigald Center, 1345 Presicent Quinng dvenue H
|

Ty B

s mada

Corper South Supertighway, Manila, 100
Telepang; (632} 5A1-8321
Fax: (632) 561-8332
E-mail: clodfaidinfe.com.ph
Website ng CFO: www.cfo.gov.ph
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